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Cinderella the Sea Turtle’s Nest
posted on August 1st, 2012 by Anne Savage, Ph.D., Conservation Director, Disney’s
Animal Programs

Sea turtle nesting season (May to October) is a hubbub of activity at Disney’s Vero Beach Resort, and the past
couple of weeks have been no exception. In today’s blog post, I’m excited to share news on Cinderella the sea
turtle’s nest and this year’s Tour de Turtles, as well as an amazing video of hatchlings emerging from their nest and
heading to the sea.
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The race is on in Tour de Turtles. Last Saturday morning, more than 500 Disney’s Vero Beach Resort guests
cheered as two loggerhead sea turtles, who had laid their eggs on the beach the night before, returned to the sea.
The turtles were fitted with satellite transmitters and released on the beach near the resort as part of the Sea Turtle
Conservancy’s annual Tour de Turtles event. The first turtle to swim the farthest will be declared the winner. The
turtles are named after characters in the Disney•Pixar film “Finding Nemo.” Peach is sponsored by Disney’s Animal
Programs and Disney’s Vero Beach Resort, and Pearl is sponsored by the Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund
and Friends for Change.
Researchers from Disney’s Animal Programs and the Sea Turtle Conservancy will track the sea turtles using
satellite telemetry as they travel from their nesting beach to various feeding grounds. Using this technology,
scientists learn about sea turtles’ habits at sea and the different migratory patterns of each species. This knowledge
helps researchers, conservationists and governing agencies make more informed decisions about sea turtle
conservation actions and policies. Guests can find out about this research and follow the tracks of the turtles when
they visit the Wildlife Tracking Center in Rafiki’s Planet Watch at Disney’s Animal Kingdom. People worldwide can
view the sea turtles’ progress online at www.tourdeturtles.org.

Readers of the Disney Parks Blog will remember that a June 6 blog post told the story of Cinderella the sea turtle,
who came up on the beach very late one night (after midnight, hence the name Cinderella) near Disney’s Vero
Beach Resort to lay her eggs. I promised to provide an update on the nest to report on how many hatchlings
emerged. Cinderella’s nest is one of hundreds that Disney’s Animal Programs cast members monitor during sea
turtle nesting season at Disney’s Vero Beach Resort. Cast members are marking new sea turtle nests daily, as well
as monitoring existing nests until they hatch. Well, it was quite a summer for Cinderella’s nest. In late May, Tropical
Storm Beryl washed over the nest. In early June, a large ghost crab took up residence a few feet from the nest, but,
fortunately, didn’t do any digging at the nest site. In late June, Tropical Storm Debby washed over the nest. Sea
turtle nests are quite vulnerable to tropical storms and hurricanes, as they are likely to be inundated with water,
which can harm the eggs. Cast members monitoring Cinderella’s nest in early July found a leatherback sea turtle
hatchling that had been caught up in fishing line washed up on the beach. They freed the hatchling from the fishing
line and released it at night, when it was cooler and the hatchling would be safer from predators.
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Finally, in late July, the eggs in Cinderella’s nest hatched. We inventoried the nest, and she had a total of 121 eggs
in the nest — 55 hatched and 66 didn’t. Why the low number of hatchlings? Well, Tropical Storm Debby seemed to
have had an effect on her nest; she laid her nest in an area that received a lot of wave action over her nest, but still
those 55 hatchlings made it to the ocean. That same day we inventoried another nest that was laid in the sand
above Cinderella’s nest, and it had 123 eggs, of which 118 hatched and only 5 didn’t. Here is some video footage
taken with special night vision equipment of hatchlings emerging from the nest. As for the hatchlings, you can see
that we were very careful not to interfere with their ability to reach the ocean safely. We are excited to share this
video of one of nature’s most amazing wonders. Enjoy!

Did you know?
In “Finding Nemo,” “Peach” is a starfish and “Pearl” is an octopus.
In the Tour de Turtles, each turtle acts as an ambassador to raise awareness about a specific threat to sea
turtles. Peach is raising awareness about the threat of light pollution on the beach. Since sea turtle hatchlings
rely on moonlight to find their way to the ocean, many become disoriented and drawn off-course by artificial
light sources. Pearl is raising awareness about the threat of entanglement. Turtles can become tangled in trash
and nets, and drown.
Each year, approximately 50,000 female sea turtles lay their eggs on Florida beaches, making the state’s
beaches one of the most important nesting areas in the world. Sea turtles are among the oldest creatures on
earth and have remained essentially unchanged for 110 million years. In the United States, as much as 90
percent of sea turtle nesting occurs in Florida, which serves as a primary nesting site for several species of
endangered and threatened sea turtles.
Guests visiting Disney’s Vero Beach Resort, Disney’s Animal Kingdom, and The Seas with Nemo & Friends at
Epcot can adopt a sea turtle nest. And, of course, people can help turtles year-round by taking action to reduce
waste, save water and keep it clean, and reduce emissions.

Check out these other posts from the Wildlife Wednesdays series:
Wildlife Wednesdays: What Do a 400-Pound Gorilla and a One-Pound Cotton-Top Tamarin Have in Common?
Find out at Disney’s Animal Kingdom
Wildlife Wednesdays: Disney Plants Three Million Trees in Endangered Tropical Forest
Wildlife Wednesdays: Rare Hawks Call Walt Disney World Resort Home
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Loreen on August 1st, 2012 at 10:37 am

CONGRATS TO ALL!!!! I happen to be staying at Disney’s Vero Beach Resort when the Loggerheads were
nesting. I brought my own night goggles and actually witnessed the turtles burying their eggs, it was the most
amazing experience ever. My husband is now planning our next Disney’s Vero Beach Vacation for the first week
of August. Hopefully, we’ll see you all next year!!!!! ºOº

8/6/2012 1:56 PM

Wildlife Wednesdays: Ready, Set, Go! Sea Turtles Race to the Ocean at D...

4 of 4

2

http://disneyparks.disney.go.com/blog/2012/08/wildlife-wednesdays-read...

Nicole from IA on August 2nd, 2012 at 10:42 am

We visited Vero Beach mid July and were lucky enough to see about six baby sea turtles make their way to the
ocean. As first time visitors, we we unaware of what a special treat that was. It was daylight, early morning.
What an amazing thing to see.
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